
MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday: 9:15 am & 11:15 am
Daily Mass 

Tuesday - 6 pm
 Friday - 12:15 pm

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
as noted

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT &

 VENERATION OF 
ST. CHARBEL’S RELIC
Every 22nd of the month 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Wednesday & Friday

 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesdays 9:00 am - noon

Thursdays & Weekends - Closed

5555 Dr. Phillips Blvd. • Orlando, FL  32819 
407-363-7405 phone • 407-363-7793 fax

stjudemaronitecatholicchurch@gmail.com
www.SaintJudeChurch.org

facebook.com/stjudemaronitecatholicchurch

BAPTISM
Call the Parish Offi ce for information.

MATRIMONY
Arrangements with the Pastor must be made at least 
six months in advance. One of the parties must be 

registered in the Parish & attending mass for at least 
3 months.

MARONITE CHRISTIAN FORMATION
(Religious Education)
Begins in September

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays before the 5:30 pm mass 

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK
Please call the Parish Offi ce at 407-363-7405.
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from the
DEACON’S DESK

God Bless You, Deacon Jack 
DeaconJack@SaintJudeChurch.org

Sat 12/26
5:30 p.m.

+ Peter Lemke Happy Birthday RIP by Maria Lemke &  \   
   Peter Lemke Jr. +   

Sun 12/27
9:15 a.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Sun 12/27
11:15 a.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Tues 12/29
6:00 p.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Fri 1/1
6 p.m.

NEW YEAR'S DAY
+ Leo & Michael Winterling RIP by Barbara Fidler +

Sat 1/2
5:30 p.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Sun 1/3
9:15 a.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Sun 1/3
11:15 a.m.

+ Intention of the Donor

Mass Intentions

WEEKLY COLLECTION

for the weekend of December 19-20, 2020

This collection will be reported next week as the bulletin had to go to 
printing early because of the holiday.

Q. Who or what is/are the Holy Innocents?

A. The children mentioned in 
Matthew 2:16-18 are considered 

the Holy Innocents.

     “Herod perceiving that he was deluded by the wise men, 
was exceeding angry; and gave orders to kill all the male 
children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the borders thereof, 
from two years old and under, according to the time which he 
had diligently inquired of the wise men. Then was fulfi lled that 
which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying: “A voice 
in Rama was heard, lamentation and great mourning; Rachel 
bewailing her children, and would not be comforted, because 
they are not.”
     The Greek Liturgy asserts that Herod killed 14,000 boys, the 
Syrians speak of 64,000, many medieval authors of 144,000, 
according to Apocalypse 14:3. Modern writers reduce the 
number considerably, since Bethlehem was a rather small town. 
Today the number is considered around fi fteen or twenty  This 
cruel deed of Herod is not mentioned by the Jewish historian 
Flavius Josephus, although he relates quite a number of 
atrocities committed by the king during the last years of his 
reign. The number of these children was so small that this crime 
appeared insignifi cant amongst the other misdeeds of Herod. It 
is written that when the emperor Augustus heard that amongst 
the boys of two years and under Herod’s own son also had been 
massacred, he said: “It is better to be Herod’s hog than his son 
alluding to the Jewish law of not eating, and consequently not 
killing, swine.
     It is impossible to determine the day or the year of the death 
of the Holy Innocents, since the chronology of the birth of 
Christ and the subsequent Biblical events is most uncertain. 
All we know is that the infants were slaughtered within two 
years following the apparition of the star to the Wise Men.  The 
Church venerates these children as martyrs; they are the fi rst 
buds of the Church killed by the frost of persecution; they died 
not only for Christ, but in his place.
      The Latin Church instituted the feast of the Holy Innocents 
at a date now unknown, not before the end of the fourth and not 
later than the end of the fi fth century. These dates have nothing 
to do with the chronological order of the event; the feast is kept 
within the octave of Christmas because the Holy Innocents 
gave their life for the newborn Saviour.
      The Holy Innocents are few, in comparison to the genocide 
and abortion of our day. But even if there had been only one, 
we recognize the greatest treasure God put on the earth—a 
human person, destined for eternity and graced by Jesus’ death 
and resurrection.

Celebrated December 28.

In St. Ignatius’ most famous 
quote, he wrote to the Romans,
“I am writing to all the 
Churches and I enjoin all, that 
I am dying willingly for God’s 
sake, if only you do not prevent 
it. I beg you, do not do me an 
untimely kindness. Allow me to 
be eaten by the beasts, which 
are my way of reaching to God. 

I am God’s wheat, and I am to be ground by the teeth 
of wild beasts, so that I may become the pure bread of 
Christ.”
After his death, the saint’s followers lovingly carried 
his relics back to Antioch, where they remained until 
637, when they were transferred to the Church of St. 
Clement in Rome.



To sponsor a religious gift in memory/honor of your loved one 
for a special intention, please call the parish offi ce

Memorials  & Special Intentions - $50 each/month)
CURRENT SPONSORS

Altar Candle Sponsors
✞ December - Happy Birthday Baby Jesus by Donor
Sanctuary Lamp Sponsors
✞ December - George Landis SI for Good Health by John & 

Gloria Smith
✞ January '21 - Ed Beaton RIP by wife Dorothy Beaton
Altar Bread & Wine Sponsors
✞ December - Dr. Ziad & Eddy Mattar & Family, Good Health 

& Special Intentions
✞ January '21 - Deceased members of the Chlastawa Family RIP 

by Stanley Chlastawa
Charcoal & Incense Sponsors
✞ December - Blessed Christmas for St. Jude Parish by Donor
Special Intentions
✞ December through February '21
      Special Intentions by Dr. Fouad & Rosalind Hajjar

MEMORIALS LECTOR-USHER SCHEDULE
December 2020
12/26-27 Finding in the Temple 
(St. Stephen – Archdeacon)
Hebrews 7:11-19 & Luke 2:41-52
5:30 p.m. Lector: Dan Vac
Usher: Dan Vac
9:15 a.m. Lectors: Hank Dressel (Eng) & Clara (S)
Usher: Hank Dressel
11:15 a.m. Lectors: Jesse Enriquez (Eng) & Lillian Faran (A)
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana

1/1/2021 Epiphany of the Lord
Eph 2:11-22 & Lk 2:21
Lector: Donna Harrison (Eng)
Ushers: Donna Harrison & Dan Vac

OFFERTORY ENVELOPES  for 2021 
are available in the church lobby. 

If there is not a packet for your family, please let 
the offi ce know.

The entire Maronite liturgical year is centered on the 
life, death, and resurrection of Jesus. The Season of 

Announcement recalls for us the great events in the history of 
our salvation leading up to the Birth of our Lord. Today we 
commemorate an event in the life of Jesus which took place eight 
days after his birth: his naming and circumcision. According 
to Hebrew law, every male child was to be circumcised on the 
eighth day after his birth (Genesis 17:11-12). Circumcision was 
the sign God gave to Abraham of his covenant with his chosen 
people. Through circumcision, the Hebrew child received the 
physical sign of his membership in the chosen people of God. At 
the time of circumcision, the child was also given the name by 
which he was to be known among God’s people. It is thus that 
Jesus is circumcised and given his name which means “Yahweh 
is Savior.” Jesus, as God’s true Son had no need of circumcision 
and yet, in order to show that he was the fulfi llment of the law, 
he submitted to the prescriptions. Jesus was already a member 
of God’s chosen people, for, in fact, he was God’s chosen One, 
the Son of the Most High. And yet Jesus not only observed the 
prescriptions of the law, he also surpassed them since after his 
death and resurrection, the New Covenant would be established 
and the Old Covenant would be abolished.
   The infant church questioned whether circumcision was 
necessary for those who wished to become Christians. St. 
Paul who brought the Gentiles into the Church asserted that 
circumcision is no longer required in the light of the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. One becomes a member of the new Israel, 
not only by circumcision of the fl esh, but by faith and baptism in 
Christ Jesus (Colossians 2:11).

PRAYER TO ENTRUST THE UNITED STATES 
TO GOD'S PROTECTION

God, our Father, giver of 
life, we entrust the United 
States of America to your 
loving care. You are the 
rock on which this nation 
was founded. You alone 

are the true source of our 
cherished right to life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. 

Reclaim this land for your glory and dwell among your 
people. Send your Spirit to touch the hearts of our nation's 
leaders. Open their minds to the great worth of human life 
and the responsibilities that accompany human freedom. 

Remind your people that true happiness is rooted in 
seeking and doing your will. Through the intercession of 
Mary, the Mother of God and patroness of our land, grant 

us the courage to reject the "culture of death". Lead us into 
a new millennium of life. We ask this through Christ Our 
Lord, and we will praise you Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  

Amen.

Saint Louis de Montfort wrote:
“If you say the Rosary faithfully until death, I do assure you that, in spite of the gravity of your sins ‘you shall receive a 
never-fading crown of glory.’ Even if you are on the brink of damnation, even if you have one foot in hell, even if you 
have sold your soul to the devil as sorcerers do who practice black magic, and even if you are a heretic as obstinate as 
a devil, sooner or later you will be converted and will amend your life and will save your soul, if-- and mark well what 
I say-- if you say the Holy Rosary devoutly every day until death for the purpose of knowing the truth and obtaining 
contrition and pardon for your sins.”



FINDING IN THE TEMPLE

Ephesians 2:11-22 Brothers and Sisters: Remember that at one time you Gentiles by birth, 
called “the uncircumcision” by those who are called “the circumcision” — a physical 
circumcision made in the fl esh by human hands— remember that you were at that time 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the 
covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ 
Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. For he is 
our peace; in his fl esh he has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing 
wall, that is, the hostility between us. He has abolished the law with its commandments 
and ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 

making peace, and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the cross, thus putting to death that hostility 
through it. So he came and proclaimed peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near; for through him 
both of us have access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens with 
the saints and also members of the household of God, built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ 
Jesus himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in 
whom you also are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God. Praise be to God always!

Luke 2:21-24 The Evangelist writes: After eight days had passed, it was time to circumcise the child; and he was called 
Jesus, the name given by the angel before he was conceived in the womb. When the time came for their purifi cation 
according to the law of Moses, they brought him up to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord (as it is written in the law of the 
Lord, “Every fi rstborn male shall be designated as holy to the Lord”), and they offered a sacrifi ce according to what is stated 
in the law of the Lord, “a pair of turtledoves or two young pigeons.” This is the truth. Peace be with you. 

Hebrews 7:11-19 If perfection could have been attained through the Levitical priesthood—and indeed 
the law given to the people established that priesthood—why was there still need for another priest to 
come, one in the order of Melchizedek, not in the order of Aaron? For when the priesthood is changed, 
the law must be changed also. He of whom these things are said belonged to a different tribe, and no 
one from that tribe has ever served at the altar. For it is clear that our Lord descended from Judah, and 
in regard to that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. And what we have said is even more clear if 
another priest like Melchizedek appears, one who has become a priest not on the basis of a regulation 

as to his ancestry but on the basis of the power of an indestructible life. For it is declared: “You are a priest forever, in 
the order of Melchizedek.”The former regulation is set aside because it was weak and useless (for the law made nothing 
perfect), and a better hope is introduced, by which we draw near to God.

Luke 2:41-52 Every year Jesus’ parents went to Jerusalem for the Festival of the Passover. When he was twelve years 
old, they went up to the festival, according to the custom. After the festival was over, while his parents were return-
ing home, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but they were unaware of it. Thinking he was in their company, 
they traveled on for a day. Then they began looking for him among their relatives and friends. When they did not fi nd 
him, they went back to Jerusalem to look for him. After three days they found him in the temple courts, sitting among 
the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding 
and his answers. When his parents saw him, they were 
astonished. His mother said to him, “Son, why have you 
treated us like this? Your father and I have been anx-
iously searching for you.”
“Why were you searching for me?” he asked. “Didn’t 
you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”But they 
did not understand what he was saying to them. Then 
he went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient 
to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 
heart. And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in 
favor with God and man.

NEW YEAR'S DAY



St. Stephen - Stephen’s name 
means “crown,” and he 

was the first disciple of Jesus 
to receive the martyr’s crown. 
Stephen was a deacon in the 
early Christian Church. The 
apostles had found that they 
needed helpers to look after the 
care of the widows and the poor. 
So they ordained seven deacons, 
and Stephen is the most famous 
of these.
     God worked many miracles 

through St. Stephen and he spoke with such wisdom and 
grace that many of his hearers became followers of Jesus. 
The enemies of the Church of Jesus were furious to see how 
successful Stephen’s preaching was. He was stoned to death by 
an infuriated mob encouraged by Saul of Tarsus, the future Saint 
Paul: “And Saul entirely approved of putting him to death” 
(Acts 8:1). Stephen’s final speech was presented as accusing the 
Jews of persecuting prophets who spoke out against their sins: 
‘”Which one of the Prophets did your fathers not persecute, and 
they killed the ones who prophesied the coming of the Just One, 
of whom now, too, you have become betrayers and murderers.” 
(Acts 7:52) St. Stephen faced that great assembly of enemies 
without fear. In fact, the Holy Bible says that his face looked 
like the face of an angel.
     The saint spoke about Jesus, showing that He is the Savior, 
God had promised to send. He scolded his enemies for not 
having believed in Jesus. At that, they rose up in great anger and 
shouted at him. But Stephen looked up to Heaven and said that 
he saw the heavens opening and Jesus standing at the right hand 
of God. Feast Day: Dec 27 - Patron of Deacons

 z Be honest. Know yourself. What is your strongest virtue? 
What is your worst vice? Therefore, tailor your resolution so it 
strengthens your good side and fights your bad one. A one-size 
fits all resolution is useless.

 z Be specific. Don’t use generalities. They don’t work. For 
example, if you need to be more humble, just saying “I am 
going to be more humble,” is useless. You need to zero in on 
one situation where you need to practice humility and resolve 
to improve in that one situation.

 z Be simple. Don’t make it complicated. Focus on something 
you can see and measure easily and that does not overwhelm 
you each time you try to obtain it. Otherwise, you will become 
distracted and your energy will be dispersed and misdirected.

 z Be reasonable. Don’t try to do too much at once. You won’t 
become a saint in one day. Remember: every soul has one 
MAJOR point upon which is hinged his or her entire fidelity to 
God and His Holy Laws. Find out and work on improving that 
key point. You’ll see how everything else will improve if you 
improve on that one major point.

 z Be consistent. It’s far better to do something small everyday to 
improve on that one key point in your soul than to make a big 
resolution that you cannot keep for more than a week or two. 
Slow and steady wins the race!

 z Be humble. Recognize that you cannot do any good action 
which has value in the supernatural order without God’s grace 
and the intercessory help of the Blessed Mother. Beg God’s 
grace through Our Lady’s intercession constantly in all your 
thoughts, desires and actions.

 z Be disinterested. Remember that God wants us to defend His 
rights and interests, and to share His thoughts and ways. And 
therefore, to focus on things, happening and events that are 
very close to the Sacred Heart of Jesus and the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary that are not necessarily linked to our own 
personal interests.

 z Write it down. It’s important to write down your resolution so 
you can refer back to it often during the year.  Also, by writing 
it down, you will be able to review it when the year is over, 
and to evaluate your progress since the time the resolution was 
made.

 z Don’t hide your faith. Public expressions of faith.  That’s just 
what the devil wants.  He knows when you express your faith 
publicly, others see you and are encouraged to follow your 
good example. Say grace openly and proudly before meals in a 
restaurant so people can see.  You’ll be surprised with the good 
reactions you will get.

 z Devotion to Our Lady. Have more devotion to the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  Devotion to the Mother of God is a panacea.  
Saint Louis de Montfort said that devotion to Holy Mary is the 
easiest, safest, fastest, most secure, and surest path to Jesus 
and to our own salvation. If you can do nothing else, resolve to 
say the Rosary everyday.  

10 TIPS FOR A PIOUS 
NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTION
quoted from America Needs Fatima

DECEMBER 2020
For a Life of Prayer

We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ 
be nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.

JANUARY 2021
Human Fraternity

May the Lord give us the grace to live in full fellowship with our 
brothers and sisters of other religions, praying for one another, 

open to all.

POPE FRANCIS INTENTIONS  

St. "Mother" Teresa: 
“God doesn’t look at how 
much we do, but with how 
much love we do it.”

“A voice is heard in Ramah,
    weeping and great mourning,
Rachel weeping for her children
    and refusing to be comforted,
    because they are no more.”

Jeremiah 31:15


