
MASS TIMES
Saturday Vigil - 5:30 pm

Sunday: 9:15 am & 11:15 am
Daily Mass 

Tuesday - 6 pm
 Friday - 12:15 pm

HOLY DAYS OF OBLIGATION
as noted

ADORATION OF THE 
BLESSED SACRAMENT &

 VENERATION OF 
ST. CHARBEL’S RELIC
Every 22nd of the month 

9:00 am - 5:00 pm
Mass at 12:15 pm

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
 Monday, Wednesday & Friday

 9:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Tuesdays 9:00 am - noon

Thursdays & Weekends - Closed

5555 Dr. Phillips Blvd. • Orlando, FL  32819 
407-363-7405 phone • 407-363-7793 fax

stjudemaronitecatholicchurch@gmail.com
www.SaintJudeChurch.org

facebook.com/stjudemaronitecatholicchurch

BAPTISM
Call the Parish Office for information.

MATRIMONY
Arrangements with the Pastor must be made at least 
six months in advance. One of the parties must be 

registered in the Parish & attending mass for at least 
3 months.

MARONITE CHRISTIAN FORMATION
(Religious Education)

Communion - Saturdays 4 - 5 pm
 Confirmation - Saturdays 2:30-3:30 pm

RECONCILIATION
Saturdays before the 5:30 pm mass 

COMMUNION FOR THE SICK
Please call the Parish Office at 407-363-7405.
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December 1, 2019

VISITATION OF MARY TO ELIZABETH



 

WEEKLY COLLECTION

Mass IntentionsFROM THE DEACON’S DESK

2ND COLLECTION
This week:  Religious Education

Next week: Operational Maintenance

Sat 11/30
5:30 p.m.

+ Andrew Napolitano RIP 
   by daughter Theresa Downey +

Sun 12/1
9:15 a.m.

+ Jorge A. Velez RIP by Jorge A. Velez Jr 
   & Lavinia Calderon +

Sun 12/1
11:15 a.m

+ Hend Chalhoub 2 yr Anniversary RIP 
   by Salwa Khayrallah & Family +

Tues 12/3
6 p.m.

+ Fr. Elie's Special Intentions

Fri. 12/6
12:15 a.m

+ Steve & Ana Jayson Happy Anniversary SI
   by the Jayson Family +

Sat 12/7
5:30 p.m.

+ Ray & Roshanthi Offen Happy Anniversary SI
   by the Jayson Family +

Sun 12/8
9:15 a.m.

FEAST OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION
+ Peace in Our Country & in the World

Sun 12/8
11:15 a.m

+ Maroun (Mario JeBailey) Happy 85th birthday  
   SI by grandchildren Antonia, Ava & Mario +
+ Joseph G. Hanna RIP by Joseph M Hanna +

for the weekend of November 23-24, 2019
Sunday Collection/Donations $1,790.00
Memorials 100.00
Candles/Gifts 1,584.00
Donations 109.79
Coffee 93.00
Total Collection $3,676.79

# of envelopes used:  33 # of attendees: 255

How did the celebration of Christmas 
come about?
The word Christmas derives from the 
combination of Christ and Mass; it is 
the feast of the Nativity of Our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ. People are often 

surprised to find that Christmas was not celebrated by the 
earliest Christians. The custom was to celebrate a saint’s 
birth into eternal life—in other words, His death. Thus Good 
Friday (Christ’s death) and Easter Sunday (His Resurrection) 
took center stage.
     To this day, the Church celebrates only three birthdays: 
Christmas; the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary; and 
the Birth of John the Baptist. The common thread in the 
celebrations is that all three were born without Original Sin: 
Christ, because He was the Son of God; Mary, because she 
was sanctified by God in the Immaculate Conception; and 
John the Baptist, because his leap in the womb of his mother, 
Elizabeth, at the Visitation is seen as a type of Baptism (and 
thus, even though John was conceived with Original Sin, he 
was cleansed of that sin before birth).
     It took a while, though, for the Church to develop the 
feast of Christmas. While it may have been celebrated 
in Egypt as early as the third century, it did not spread 
throughout the Christian world until the middle of the 
fourth century. It was first celebrated along with Epiphany, 
on January 6; but slowly Christmas was separated out into 
its own feast, on December 25. Many of the early Church 
Fathers regarded this as the actual date of Christ’s birth, 
though it does coincide with the Roman festival of Natalis 
Invicti (the winter solstice, which the Romans celebrated on 
December 25).
     Concerning the date of Christ’s birth the Gospels give 
no help; upon their data contradictory arguments are based. 
The census would have been impossible in winter: a whole 
population could not then be put in motion. Authorities 
moreover differ as to whether shepherds could or would 
keep flocks exposed during the nights of the rainy season.
     By the middle of the sixth century, Christians had begun 
to observe Advent, the season of preparation for Christmas, 
with fasting; and the Twelve Days of Christmas, from 
Christmas Day to Epiphany, had become established.
     It is nearly impossible to go through December without 
seeing at least one nativity scene, whether it’s a set of 
ceramic figurines in a private home, a life-size tableau in 
front of a church, or a cast of actors in a children’s pageant. 
Why do people put up crèches at Christmas time, anyway?
     St. Francis of Assisi is credited with staging the first 
nativity scene in 1223. The only historical account we 
have of Francis’ nativity scene comes from The Life of St. 
Francis of Assisi by St. Bonaventure, a Franciscan monk 
who was born five years before Francis’ death. According to 
Bonaventure’s biography, St. Francis got permission from 
Pope Honorious III to set up a manger with hay and two live 
animals—an ox and an ass—in a cave in the Italian village 
of Grecio. He then invited the villagers to come gaze upon 
the scene while he preached about “the babe of Bethlehem.” 
(Francis was supposedly so overcome by emotion that he 

couldn’t say “Jesus.”) Bonaventure also claims that the hay used by 
Francis miraculously acquired the power to cure local cattle diseases 
and pestilences.
So what is Christmas? - The reason for the whole celebration is 
remembering that Christmas marks the coming of the Light (Christ) 
into the world.  That’s what the feast is about.  It is not important 
who believes Jesus was really born on December 25th, and that’s 
not the official teaching of the Church either. Here is an idea. This 
year, do not make Christmas celebration a one day event. Let us 
all celebrate the Christmas octave. Regular church attendance 
should be central to the observance of this Christmas Octave, and 
the continuation of Christmas songs and prayers throughout the 
week will also help. Of course the end of the Octave is already 
well marked for us with the celebration of the new year, and isn’t it 
fitting that an eight-day feast marking the coming of Christ into the 
world should end with a really big party.

God Bless You, Deacon Jack 
DeaconJack@SaintJudeChurch.org



 

To sponsor a religious gift in memory or honor of your loved one, 
or for a special intention, please call the parish office
Memorials  & Special Intentions - $50 each/month)

CURRENT SPONSORS
ALTAR CANDLES SPONSORS

 ✞ November - Joseph G. Hanna RIP by Joseph M. Hanna
 ✞ December - John Napolitano 10th Anniversary RIP by Theresa 

& Robert Downey & Family
SANCTUARY LAMP SPONSORS

 ✞ November - Special Intentions by John & Gloria Smith
 ✞ December - Joseph G. Hanna RIP by Joseph M. Hanna

ALTAR BREAD & WINE SPONSORS
 ✞ November & December - Hend Chalhoub - 2 year 

Anniversary RIP by Salwa Khayrallah & Family
 ✞ January '20 - Hajjar Family by Dr. Fouad & Rosalind Hajjar
 ✞ February - December '20 - Dr. Ziad & Eddy Mattar & Family 

Good Health & SI by Dr. Ziad & Eddy Mattar
CHARCOAL & INCENSE SPONSORS 

 ✞ November & December -  Antoun Morched Makhlouf RIP by 
Emilia & Douglas Rivero & Family

 ✞ January '20 - Hajjar Family by Dr. Fouad & Rosalind Hajjar
SPECIAL INTENTIONS 

 ✞ November - Health of Luciano Benucci (healing) by Nadia 
Trevisiol & the Reece family

 ✞ December - Luciano Trevisiol RIP by Nadia Trevisiol & the 
Reece Family

 ✞ January '20 - Hajjar Family by Dr. Fouad & Rosalind Hajjar

MEMORIALS CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
 z Adoration/Veneration - 22nd of each month

      Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & 
  Veneration of the St. Charbel Relic 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.

 z Parish Council Meeting
      First Tuesday of the month 7:00 p.m.

 z Confirmation Class
      Saturdays 2:30-3:30 p.m.

 z Communion Class

       Saturdays 4:00-5:00 p.m.

 z St. Jude Christmas Party - December 14
 z Christmas with Santa - December 15

LECTOR-USHER SCHEDULE
DECEMBER 2019

We had 14 pieces of church vessels (chalices, 
patens and communion sets) refurbished and 
polished. 
The cost was $3,000.
Sponsors, who would like to help defray these 
expenses are welcome and needed.

MARONITE CALENDARS FOR 2020
The church placed an order this year for 

50 Maronite calendars 2020. 
The calendar is printed by “Catholic Extension”. 

Profit will support vocations.
The Maronite calendar help you follow the 

Maronite Liturgical cycle.
You can get a calendar from the church for a donation made 

to the church. Suggested donation $15.

11/30-12/1 Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth
Eph 1:1-14 & Lk 1:39-45
5:30 p.m. Lector: Bob Rodgers (E)
Ushers: Stanley Chlastawa & Dan Vac
9:15 a.m. Lector: Maria Clark (E&S)
Ushers: Michael Araujo & Hank Dressel
11:15 a.m. Lector: Randa Awad (E&A)
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana

12/7-8 Birth of John the Baptist
Gal 4:21-5:1 & Lk 1:57-66
5:30 p.m. Lector: Jesse Enriguez (E)
Ushers: Dan Vac & Donna Harrison
9:15 a.m. Lector: Luis Martell (E&S)
Ushers: Michael Araujo & Carlos Fernandez
11:15 a.m. Lectors: Rania JeBailey (E) & Amine Harb (A)
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana

12/14-15 Revelation of Joseph
Eph 3:1-13 & Mt 1:18-25
5:30 p.m. Lector: Bob Rodgers (E)
Ushers: John Shaheen & Dan Vac
9:15 a.m. Lector: Jezebelle Kinealy (E&S)
Ushers: Hank Dressel & Carlos Fernandez
11:15 a.m. Lectors: George Rahi & Lillian Farran
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana

12/21-22 Genealogy Sunday
Rom 1:1-12 & Mt 1:1-17
5:30 p.m. Lector: Leo Black (E)
Ushers: Kathy Morrell & Dan Vac
9:15 a.m. Lector: Hank Dressel (E) & Yully Neves
Ushers: Hank Dressel & Michael Araujo
11:15 a.m. Lectors: Nour Zikra (E) & Nader Zikra (A)
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana

12/24 Christmas Eve
Heb 1:1-23 & Lk 2:1-20
5:00 p.m. Lector: Lina Achy
Ushers: Kathy Morrell & Dan Vac

11:00 p.m. Lectors: Sam Wakin (E) & Amine Harb (A)

12/25 11:00 a.m. Christmas Day
Lector: Jesse Enriguez (E) 
Ushers: Tony Rouhana & TBD

12/28-29 Sunday after the Birth of Christmas
Heb 11:23-31 & Mt 2:13-18
5:30 p.m. Lector: Laurita Tellado (E)
Ushers: Myrna Calderon & Dan Vac
9:15 a.m. Lector: jezebelle Kinealy (E) & Yully (S)
Ushers: Kathy Morrell & Carlos Fernandez
11:15 a.m. Lector: Randa Awad (E&A)
Ushers: Amine Harb & Tony Rouhana



VISITATION OF MARY TO ELIZABETH

DAILY READINGS POPE FRANCIS INTENTIONS  
DECEMBER 2019

The Future of the Very Young
That every country take the measures necessary 

to prioritize the future of the very young, especially 
those who are suffering.

Raffle for this beautiful picture 
of the Holy Family.  

Tickets are 
$10 each or 3 for $25.  

Raffle will be held on 
Sunday, December 22nd 

after the 11:15 Mass. 

Solid wood frame, galvanized in Silver 925, 
will not tarnish, cleaning only requires a 

dusting cloth (no cleaning products).

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Birth of John the Baptist
Gal 4:21-5:1 & Lk 1:57-66

Ephesians 1:1-14 - Salutation / Spiritual Blessings in Christ

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, To the saints who are in Ephesus and are 
faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the 
world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children 

through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed 
on us in the Beloved. In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he has made known to us the mystery of his will, 
according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things in him, 
things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to 
the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that we, who were the first to set our 
hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his glory. In him you also, when you had heard the 
word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him, were marked with the seal 
of the promised Holy Spirit; this is the pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s 
own people, to the praise of his glory. Praise be to God always!

Luke 1:39-45 During those days Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to 
a town of Judah, where she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When 
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with 
the holy Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, “Most blessed are you among women, and 
blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your greeting reached my ears, the infant 
in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you who believed that what was spoken to you by the 
Lord would be fulfilled.”

Mon.: Eph 1:15-23 & Lk 1:46-56
Tues.: Eph 2:1-10 & Lk 10:38-42
Wed.: Eph 2:11-16 & Lk 19:1-10
Thurs.: Eph 2:17-22 & Jn 4:39-42
Fri.: Eph 3:14-21 & Mk 7:24-30
Sat.: Heb 7:11-17 & Lk 11:27-32



Angel Tree
Next week we will have our Angel Tree 

at the entrance to the 
church. Each ornament will have 

a gender and age on it. Please 
choose an angel and return your 
unwrapped gift to the church by 

Sunday, December 15. 
Thank you for being an angel 

to a needy child.

Christmas Novena
Come & join us to prepare Spiritually for this 

Blessed Announcement Season & 
the Birth of our Lord.

December 15 through 23 - 9 Days 

Christmas Masses
If you would like your loved ones 
name placed on the altar for the 

Christmas Masses, please put their 
names on an envelope (indicate if they 
are living or deceased) and place the 

envelope with your donation in the 
offertory basket or give it to Fr. Elie or 

Deacon Jack.

You can offer a Christmas Poinsettia for the Altar in 
Honor/remembrance of your loved ones 
living or deceased. 
Suggested donation $10.00 
Thank you & God Bless you.

Pizza with Santa
Sunday, December 15

12:30 p.m. after 
11:15 a.m. Mass
Pizza • Dessert

Tickets: $10/each
Parents, please bring 1 gift for

each child wrapped with child’s name 
on each gift. Gift Value: up to $20.00
Tickets will be on sale after masses.

SAVE THE DATE!
ANNUAL ST. JUDE CHRISTMAS PARTY

             Saturday, December 14, 2019
Adults: $60/each by Dec. 9

$75/each after Dec. 9
Tickets will be on sale after masses.

Christ is Alive! Essay Contest 

   We invite you to participate! It's open to students in grades 3 
through 8 who are enrolled in Catholic school or parish religious 
education. 

   To participate, students simply need to describe a moment 
when they felt close to God. If one of your students wins: 
• The student gets $100 and a Bible
• His or her class gets $100 for a celebration
• His or her catechist gets $100 and a $100 credit on our   
   website, comcenter.com
• Your parish gets $200 and a $200 credit at comcenter.com

   The goal of this contest? To give students a chance to proclaim 
the Good News that Christ is Alive and to use what they are 
learning in class to do so!
   Entries should be just one page and are due February 28, 
2020, so you have plenty of time to organize something for your 
students. To learn about the contest, visit the contest details page 
on the website or you can email or call. 

DEAR PARISHIONERS, 

We look forward  to celebrating the Christmas Party 
together in the parish social hall on 

Saturday, December 14th.

Sponsors for this event are needed & welcomed.
There will be a raffle the night of the Christmas party. 

Items for a raffle are needed. We welcome any gift you 
would like to donate for the raffle. Gifts can be baskets, 

gift cards, wine, alcohol and any electronics.

Thank You & May God Bless You.

News from St. Vincent de Paul Orlando: 

We’ve revamped our Web site to better 
serve our brothers and sisters in need. From 

reaching out for help to requesting a FREE pickup of large 
merchandise, please click on svdporlando.org for more 

information.


